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Agenda 

•  MSD Safety Committee Membership and Introductions 

•  News from the Safety Advisory Committee 

•  Video Conferencing Safety Committee Meeting 

•  Pressure Safety Update 

•  Laser Safety Update 

•  Incidents 

•  Injuries 

•  Issues 
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Chair:   
Rick Kelly 

 

Building/Operations Managers:  
Gilbert Torres (2, 62, 66, 67, 976), John Turner (72),  

Oliver Gessler (2, shared with Gil Torres) 
Kristin Estis (976 JCAP Operations Manager) 

 

MSD Support: 
Erik Anderson, MSD rep on Lab Safety Advisory Committee  (SAC) 

Phil Peabody, Electrical Repairs 
Ed Wong, MSD Shop 

James Wu, Materials Fabrication 
Kymba A’Hearn, EHS Admin 

     

MSD EH&S Technicians: 
Paul Johnson, 53, 62, 64, 66, 72, 976  

Carleton Falzone, Foundry 
   

EH&S Associates:   
Larry Mclouth, Liaison to MSD 

Kurt Ettinger, Health And Safety Rep 
Greta Toncheva, Laser Safety Officer 
Scott Robinson, Industrial Hygiene 

   

DOE Site Office Observer:  Julie Henderson Droatz 

Each LBNL-based research group in MSD, including each program in the Molecular 
Foundry, will designate a primary and backup representative to serve on the Safety 
Committee!

MSD Safety Committee Membership & Liaisons 
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Functions and Key Activities of the MSD Safety Committee 

Functions of safety committee and representatives 
—  Represent all research groups within MSD at LBNL 
—  Stimulate leadership and staff participation in safety program 
—  Advise Division management and EH&S on safety and health matters 
—  Perform essential monitoring, educational, investigative and evaluative tasks 
—  Serve as contact point for EH&S matters in each research group 
—  Serve as conduit for bringing EH&S information back to research groups 

 
Key Activities 

—  Recommend changes to existing safety rules or the development of new rules 
—  Recommend improvements in hazard identification and control measures 
—  Report and discuss unsafe conditions  
—  Review accidents, incidents and close calls in MSD  
—  Disseminate EH&S information at group or lab meetings 
—  Document inspections, investigations, meetings and other EH&S actions at the 

group level 
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News from the Safety 
Advisory Committee 

 
Erik Anderson 
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Video Conferencing  
Safety Committee Meeting 

Joel Ager 
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Pressure Safety Update:  
Recognizing and Addressing Pressure 

Safety Concerns 

Scott Robinson 
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Laser Safety Update 

Greta Toncheva, LSO 
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Issues 



Materials Sciences Division – March 20, 2013 

Donated Equipment 

  •  Review your workplace for 
any donated equipment that 
may not have gone through 
the formal review and 
acceptance process!

•  Notify Paul or Carleton if you 
find anything like this!
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De-Energize Equipment Before 
Exposing Conductors 

  

•  Always de-energize 
equipment before exposing 
high voltage conductors!
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Emptying of LN Tanks Foundry 

Incident 
•  Equipment failure resulted in loss of house nitrogen to 

the Foundry (3rd time) 
•  Low pressure sensors detected the problem and switched 

the nitrogen purged gloveboxes used with pyrophoric 
materials to backup gas cylinders 

•  Local alarms were sounded, staff called Facilities 
•  Discovered that Facilities was not automatically notified, 

trying to remedy that now 
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Electrical Equipment Identification 

•  MSD has inventoried most of its electrical equipment, putting it 
in the queue for safety inspection 
 

•  However, there are likely hundreds of un-inventoried pieces of 
equipment still in our labs or storage areas 
 

•  If the equipment is inventoried by the end of the fiscal year (Sept. 
30, 2013), the institution will pay for the required inspection 
 

•  If the equipment is not in inventory by the end of the FY, your lab 
will be charged $300 to inspect each piece of equipment 
 

•  New purchases of unapproved equipment will also incur a $300 
(and up) charge 
 
Make sure that your equipment is fully inventoried! 
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Thank you 


